LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA

course in accordance with the Divine plan) to put an end
to his bodily life. They made a heinous conspiracy, got
a sufficient quantity of life-killing poison mixed with
Mahaprasad, presented it to the Master and with a show
of reverence and devotion insisted on his swallowing it
immediately in their presence. The Master with his inner
eyes saw through the whole design. He realised that this
was the contrivance which the playful Lord of his soul
adopted for taking him off from the eyes of the world.
He resolved to perform the final act of charity by making
a gift of his bodily life to those who wanted to take it.
With unperturbed calmness and devotion he bowed down
to the Mahaprasad, which he had not the heart to
disregard in spite of its being defiled and desecrated and
poisoned, and swallowed it without any feeling of enmity
or hatred towards the conspirators.   Though possessing
full power to counteract the effect of the poison, he did
not wish to exercise it. He allowed the poison to produce
its natural effect upon the body. But the poison, though
so very strong, did not produce immediate death.
Perhaps the Lord wanted to impart some more lessons
to the world through the waning life of His beloved
devotee. He was made to live for one month in the body
burning with the effects of poison.   Immediately after
entering into the stomach, the poison operated within the
body like a blazing fire and caused a terrible burning
sensation from the tongue to the intestines. Unable to
bear the agony, the Master fainted and did not regain
consciousness till six hours elapsed. The severe pain in
the body and the gradual waste of physical energy
continued. His son Yoga-jivan and the other disciples
were alarmed. But the story of the poisoning was not
disclosed to them till the seventh day.

33^